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The Aquarius Age and 
World Peace 
Aquarius Age vs. Pisces Age 

Astrology has predicted the Aquarius Age to take its 

course from about 2000 to 2020; it is the successor 

of the Pisces Age. What does that mean? 

The Zodiac teaches that life doesn’t consist of sin-

gle isolated events but that all is interconnected and 

cyclic, and therefore subject to repetition and spi-

raled nonlinear evolution. 

Astrologers have always emphasized the high im-

portance of cyclical thinking as opposed to linear 

thinking. In the evolution of humanity, there are var-

ious cycles that describe the characteristics of hu-

manity’s phylogenetic development. 

These cycles are very long; they do not just em-

brace years, not just decades, but centuries and mil-

lenaries. The most recent of these cycles, that we just 
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left, the Pisces Age, lasted approximately two thou-

sand years. 

The Pisces Age is associated with the 12th House of 

the Zodiac and thus with the collective, as opposed 

to the individual, with mass obsessions, and focus 

on illness instead of health, with secrecy and taboo 

instead of free speech, and segregation instead of in-

tegration. The Ruler of the 12th House is Neptune as 

the ruler of Pisces which symbolizes water and emo-

tions in their raw, non-integrated form. 

The Aquarius Age is associated with the 11th House 

of the Zodiac and thus with friendship and brother-

hood, with communication beyond borders, and 

sharing of ideas across cultural boundaries. It is as-

sociated with the planet Uranus and with the ele-

ment air emphasizing communication as the single 

most important activity during this cycle. 

Let us have a look now at the essential differences 

in the social and political paradigms, and values, 
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that are associated with Pisces Age, on one hand, 

and Aquarius Age, on the other. 

The general trend under the Aquarius Age will be 

away from collectivism and toward individualism, 

away from standard opinions and rules toward more 

freedom for setting and living our own personalized 

standards and ways of life. 

The regard of the state upon the citizen will largely 

shift. While within the authoritarian if not totalitari-

an state of the Pisces Age, the citizen was a subject, 

for the democratic Aquarian state, the citizen is 

a customer. 

The Aquarius Age shall provide the individual 

with a greater sphere of self-expression and more 

options for associating with peers and groupings that 

pursue similar goals, even if those goals largely differ 

from the opinions or the life style of the average in-

dividual, or the majority. 

6
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There will be definitely more space and recogni-

tion for alternative life styles. The influence of social 

and political bodies over the individual will decrease 

and become more smooth. 

Rulership will adopt more of a caretaking nature 

and a kind of creative partnership with the people 

under the rule. The leadership paradigm will change 

from leadership to stewardship or servant-leadership, 

as I have outlined it in my Servant Leadership: A 

Guide for Aspiring Young Leaders (2015). 

In the Pisces Age we see tradition often as a way to 

justify repression or even tyranny; typically, tradi-

tion-holders and tradition-seekers are politically 

right wing and do all to sabotage the upsurge of a 

truly pluralistic society. The Aquarian thinker, by 

contrast, is deeply concerned with reforming and 

renewing tradition. In Aquarian culture, tradition 

will be valued as a useful tool for acquiring insights 

about the human nature, without more. 
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The Aquarius Age will create a society that is high-

ly complex and highly parceled but in which every 

individual has a much higher chance than before to 

make out a niche, a viable space and protection as 

well as social contact in interest circles of the most 

various kinds. 

8



The Aquarius Network 
Economy 

Regarding the economy, global structural changes 

will force many traditional businesses to renew 

themselves for being more flexible and implement-

ing new and integrated solutions. Economies are 

likely to crash if they are unable to do the structural 

changes that globalization requires. New ways for fi-

nancing projects of global dimensions will be found. 

It is doubtful that the world economy is going to 

be maintained on the sole basis of a paper currency 

such as the dollar; there will probably be a pool of 

prime currencies that compose, and safeguard, the 

‘world currency’ of the future. 

Experts alerted us about the fact that financial 

conglomerates located mainly in the United States 

have reached the size of major state budgets. If those 

large sums of capital are not used wisely, they could 

jeopardize the world economy. 
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The danger here is greed-based speculative irre-

sponsibility, which has been systematically bred by 

the authoritarian and monopolistic social and eco-

nomic policies of the Pisces Age. Organizations such 

as the Christian Church, which has been founded 

under the sign and the symbolism of Pisces, have 

through their power games manipulated and infan-

tilized the masses to such a degree that the common 

man is currently not in state to really discern right 

from wrong or good from bad as far as global poli-

cies in economy, justice and social welfare are con-

cerned. 

This is so because the information flow today has 

assumed such gigantic proportions that only profes-

sional media experts can channel it and provide dai-

ly information that is even remotely accurate. Yet, it 

is a fact that media multinationals have shown to use 

their expertise mainly for manipulating information 

rather than presenting raw information. As a result, 
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the individual, while believing to know more with 

every coming year, knows actually less of what’s real-

ly going on in the world. In addition, organized reli-

gion and ideologies have all shown their destructive-

ness breeding among human beings separation, seg-

regation, antagonism, arrogance, hatred, jealousy 

and war. 

The transparence typical for the Aquarius Age will 

gradually disempower the worldwide truth-holder 

conglomerates and emasculate their imperialistic 

monopolies and favoritism that enriches an oligarchy 

beyond all measure, while leaving hundreds of mil-

lions mentally, materially and spiritually impover-

ished! 

On the other hand, new global business opportu-

nities will arise for those who build on freedom and 

democracy and who listen to the true needs of the 

masses. While companies that build on privileges or 

outmoded traditions, a blown-up self-image or that 

11
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adhere to undemocratic or even tyrannical forms of 

leadership will be surprised how quickly and effec-

tively the new era will literally erase them from the 

surface of international business. 

The highest reward will be for those who serve the 

customer and who have built a service-oriented 

business model that empowers the consumer, that is 

transparent, that gives options and that is consistent 

in structure and constant in time. 

12



The Empowered New Age 
Citizen 

Personal relationships will go new ways in the 

Aquarius Age. 

The axis young-old will be emphasized which 

means there will be less of agism and more commu-

nication between the different age segments of soci-

ety. Relationships and even marriage will be more 

easily considered okay when partners differ in age. 

And there will be more rights for children and the 

youth, also in terms of social outgoingness! Young 

people will more easily be allowed to move to other 

places on their own or to engage in relationships 

with partners of their choice, be it adult sexual 

mates. 

Legal efforts to reform the laws of consent have 

been considered in all major industrial nations even 

though not much change has been implemented yet. 

But the discussion is ongoing. 
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The Aquarius Age will bring the real changes be-

cause the present new generation needs to have 

grown up to implement them. There will be more 

rights for elders, too, and a more acute awareness 

about the precious wisdom of elders and the necessi-

ty of a socially regulated communication and togeth-

erness of children and elders, as this was realized 

by Françoise Dolto in the 1980s in Paris, France. 

The Aquarian citizen will be more empowered to 

boycott social collaboration each and every time per-

sonal freedom is curtailed down by laws and regula-

tions. 

This new citizen will more easily become a social 

reformer or even revolutionary. This also means that 

many of the existing forms of social police and de-

nunciation that are undermining personal freedom 

and trust between people will be abandoned for al-

lowing humanity to develop into a more trustful 

state of togetherness. It will be seen that peace can 
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only be based upon freedom, trust and abundant 

soul power of the individual, and not upon ruthless 

competition, endless hierarchies, oligarchy, tyranny 

and persecution. 

To summarize, the basic Peace Agenda for the New 

Age could be sketched down in the following slo-

gans: 

• Lesser social power for the collective, group, or nation; 

• More social power for the individual, citizen, and world citizen; 

• Recognition of the child’s emotional and sexual completeness; 

• Abandonment of sex laws and legal focus upon violence; 

• Retreat of the state in ruling adult and child sexuality; 

• Establishment of emosexual consulting agencies; 

• Stronger cross-generational and cross-cultural communication; 

• More breakthrough power for grassroots and social activism; 

• Civil servants relate to citizens not as subjects but as customers; 

• Governments behave more and more like traders, businesses; 

• Government loses absolute jurisdictional immunity; 

• Networked economies; 

• ‘Pooled’ international currency fund instead of one world currency; 
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• Help fonds for developing countries taken from that pool; 

• International ecology management and conflict solution; 

• International arbitrage and peaceful settlement of conflict. 

This list is of course not exhaustive, and when you 

look at some of the paradigmatic changes involved, 

you will become aware of the daringness that even 

today, in the 21st century, such a world peace project 

entails. 

In fact, our mass media do all to prevent world cit-

izens to gain this awareness as our present 

economies, and their marketing philosophies, are 

built upon the idea of the ‘national state.’ 

However, this monolithic structure is currently 

eroding more and more with the economic reality of 

a ‘networked’ world economy, where national seg-

ments are more and more intertwined with one an-

other, and where the entanglement becomes one of 

global dimensions. 

16
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It is obvious that the more our national economies 

are entangled with each other, the lesser the risk that 

because of national sovereignty conflicts, huge wars 

will be engaged, simply because the ‘winners’ and 

‘losers’ can barely be anticipated, and the danger of 

‘being hurt’ when ‘hurting others’ becomes a real 

global concern. 

It’s as if we were all living together today in a huge 

elevator, and when we begin to shoot around, the 

danger is not just that we kill each other, but that 

the elevator will crash down. 

17



The Fruit of Frustration 
All great inventions have been motivated and initi-

ated by frustration, the frustration about something 

lacking in our life, the dissatisfaction that an obvious 

need of many people at a specific point in time was 

not met. This is true not only for the invention of the 

light bulb, but for a whole lot of other inventions 

that belong to our surroundings and improve our 

daily life and comfort. 

The interesting thing about inventions is that they 

reveal lots about the human nature. When one hu-

man being invents, millions of others, who have the 

same unfulfilled need, just accept that faulty reality 
— and remain uncreative. It is the one or a handful 

of people who sense the need and bring about what 

so many not even dream of. 

We can indeed observe historically that human 

progress was pretty much the merit of individuals, 

and much less of groups.  
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This is interesting because it goes along with an-

other phenomenon; when you observe a group of 

people confronted with the same need, you will see 

that always the majority is either content with what 

is, the status quo, or although not content with it, 

unable or anxious to change it. It’s always one indi-

vidual or a handful who dare to be dissatisfied and 

take action towards change. Therefore we have pi-

oneers. And therefore dissatisfaction is the very seed, 

and the bliss of progress! 

All of you who were at the point to publish and 

encountered the deep frustrations every writer is to-

day confronted with, will understand me when I say 

that publishing, today more than ever before, is 

a channeling in the wrong sense! 

Of course, I am talking about the traditional form 

of publishing, the one which is done by a publisher, 

a person or company whose business is the commer-

cial exploitation of sharing. Publishing is sharing, 
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sharing of information or of thoughts, ideas, aesthet-

ic feelings, sharing of a lifestyle, of experiences. 

There is a deep ethical foundation in publishing. 

Democracy is only thinkable with a continuous 

flow of information reaching potentially everybody. 

Publishing also involves the risk to be criticized for 

one’s opinions. It means that publishing requires 

from the publisher a certain amount of courage. 

When Gutenberg printed the Bible, his motivation 

was probably one of sharing, not to make money or 

a business out of publishing. This is why I suggest 

that publishing is something directly connected to 

democracy and at the same time important for the 

functioning of a democratic society. 

20



Self-Publishing 
The Internet began as a computer experiment for 

some military folks and then developed into a gigan-

tic publishing company. 

The funny thing about this company is that it has 

no director and no management team and is self-or-

ganized and auto-regulated. Some cynics said once 

in a while the Web was like a horde of monkeys 

yelling at each other, and that it therefore had no or 

very little chance to survive as a serious communica-

tion highway. 

However, the negativists were, as so often, not 

heading right with their pessimistic outlook: today 

the Internet is prospering as an alternative publish-

ing network. 

The reasons are obvious. It is the dramatic change 

in channeling information and the possibility to 

share all what can be shared electronically that 

makes the difference to traditional publishing. It’s 
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not really to bring out a book that contains links to 

other books, as well as voice, image and video con-

tent. It’s much more like TV having become interac-

tive, before TV really has become interactive. 

We don’t have interactive TV yet and interactive 

journalism is still a pilot project. But the Internet is 

that TV that is interactive, or it has become that inter-

active TV — perhaps not so when I wrote the first 

draft for this paper, more than ten years ago, back in 

1998. 

But the intention, then, was already there. And 

this intention is strongly motivated by reasons. 

There are reasons why people want to change certain 

things, or why they want to change a whole busi-

ness, a whole industry, and even a whole society. 

There are very manifest reasons, but these reasons 

are not materialistic, not greed-related in the first 

place. This is perhaps not always so, but with the In-

ternet, it’s surely the case. The reasons are related to 

22
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personal power and to the ideal of total communica-

tion between human beings. 

And that is new. It’s new because formerly we were 

thinking more locally and less globally, we were 

much more tightly held by our leaders and our mili-

taries, by our flags and our national myths, and 

much more tightly held within the borders of our 

national universes. While now the world has become 

a village! 

We still have national borders, flags, and militaries, 

of course, but we are going to change the thinker be-

hind those things, those institutions, and those daily 

realities. And this thinker, somewhere somehow, has 

found out that he or she is more than a thinker, and 

that there is more to do than thinking. 

We have found out, for example, that it’s nicer to 

share thoughts than to think more. We have found 

out that it’s even nicer to share thoughts and art, and 

music, and this beyond our national borders and our 

23
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national mentalities. We found that all this has 

somewhere somehow something to do with love, and 

that it’s love that is the ultimate motivation of this 

crazy network that we call the Internet. 

And with that new vision, we then look at tradi-

tional publishing, we see the traditional publishing 

situation is such that creative new ways of publish-

ing are most of the time obstructed by the simple fact 

that the publisher is profit-oriented and wants to 

make sure that the book is sold. 

This situation makes it gifted writers sometimes 

very hard or even impossible to get through and find 

the way to their audience. I am one of them! 

There are many stories about books that have been 

refused again and again and finally ended up for 

weeks or months on bestseller lists. 

One famous example is the short story Zen or the 

Art of Motorcycle Maintenance (2006) by Robert M. 

Pirsig, one of the most important books of our times, 
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and which yet was refused by one hundred twenty 

publishers! 

One can only admire the persistence of the author 

who approached the 121st publisher who, however 

reluctantly, accepted publishing. This book rapidly 

sold as world bestseller and was translated in dozens 

of languages. 

My point is that the Internet or, more generally, 

electronic publishing is a new form of information 

distribution that follows different principles than the 

traditional publishing industry. To publish on the In-

ternet has several major advantages. The Web is free 

of the profit filter built in traditional publishing. A 

natural selection is made through the interest publi-

cations find among users. 

The Web is a living system which grows naturally 

and is ruled by more subtle laws and customs than 

the traditional publishing landscape. 

25
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These generally unwritten laws are similar to the 

very foundations of life. This is not astonishing since 

the Web grew like wild strawberries in the forest, 

rather than within the boundaries of century-old 

conventions. 

The Web is a landscape where everybody gets a 

chance to move in, and where everybody who pur-

sues literary interests can learn and grow. And where 

everybody can build and revise publishing strategies. 

Okay, you need to channel your content, you need 

to find the right outlet, you need to do your market-

ing. And when you fail in it you probably will not 

sell your book — but you can still share it for free in-

stead of trashing it. 

This is a different pair of shoes compared to the 

often senseless rejection encountered time and again 

with publishing multinationals because they follow 

rigid and established success strategies. 

It’s different because it feels different. 

26
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I have had a friend in Holland for many years who 

was a psychologist and who has published hundreds 

of articles and books in several countries and lan-

guages, and this within traditional publishing, but 

he always reported to me that he was helpless in 

front of the capricious tours played to him by his 

publishers. 

It happened to him several times that his texts 

were censored or cut down by the editor shortly be-

fore publishing, without previous notice. In one 

case, only by the time that the book was in the store, 

he found out about the betrayal. He and several oth-

ers told me that this was absolutely normal from the 

side of publishing companies, and worse even if 

those companies are large and renowned. 

However, many people still do not grasp that new 

reality and think the Internet was just an advertising 

medium. 

27
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If the Web was only an advertisement tool, it 

would not have much fascination for authors. For-

tunately, all those limited visions of the Web have 

proven wrong. The world has become unthinkable 

without online publishing. 

Today we call it blog publishing, but that is surely 

only one of the many masks that the new media gi-

ant is going to wear. First, we were just talking 

about home pages, then we got the e-book, then 

the blog, but all these are but peaks of the iceberg of 

a totally new way of expressing oneself. Because 

there is not only the word, there is also the image, 

and there is the film, there is sound and there is mu-

sic. 

And all these media can be combined in infinite 

ways. The industry has really become creative to 

come up with solutions, and the pace is somewhat 

too fast, and a lot will be trashed later on because it’s 

all based on trial and error. But why not? That’s bet-
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ter than to be based on speculation, or on endless 

theories and tiresome planning. The market will de-

cide, and that means : all of us — the consumers. 

The way we live with art seems to change as a 

whole in our era of electronic publishing. With the 

wide use of personal computers, art has eventually 

become a part of our lives, while before it seemed to 

be confined within the narrow limits of art galleries 

and musea. 

Of course, at all times there were many more 

artists on the world than the few who are famous or 

to be found in Who is Who or in VIP lists. Yet with 

the Internet, the chance that everybody can share his 

art with many other people, without having to be a 

VIP are much higher than ever before. It is signifi-

cant because we use to call ‘local artists’ all those 

artists who are not world famous.  

The attribute local we give them means that the 

circle of people who know them are situated within 
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their local area, such as compound, village, town or 

region. With the Web, every artist, without being 

VIP, has the chance to be more than a local artist 

since they can be known and appreciated by people 

around the world. 

Where information is on the wave, art is on the 

wave. Art is but a form of information, perhaps the most 

elaborated form of it, the most complex one. And yet its 

message is often simple. Simplicity in complexity 

could be a slogan not only for art, but also for the 

Web. To send a message through the Web today is so 

simple that a child can do it, but technically seen it 

is a very complex procedure. 

It seems to me that the human intelligence that 

created the Internet is fundamentally different from 

all what man has created before that major and nov-

el creation. 

The interesting fact about it is that not one man or 

woman has created it, but many, often simultaneous-

30
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ly cooperating from different points of the globe. 

The Web was thus perhaps the first really effective 

global institution we have created. 

And that is why, among other reasons, that I be-

lieve the Internet will grow beyond an information 

highway to become a political highway as well. 
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Unity Dot Com 
Introduction 

When we compare the Web with another global 

institution, the United Nations, there are at least two 

striking differences. 

The United Nations was a creation of national 

states, at a government level, and not something 

growing from the base layer of societies. The privi-

leges or advantages that the UN provides were pri-

marily intended for the principi, the former kings or 

rulers, and later for the nation states themselves. 

Let’s not forget the fact, that for the protection of 

the individual, international law still provides only 

a minimum standard. Human rights and the rights of 

minority populations are protected only within the 

range of special pacts or agreements, such as the con-

ventions against torture, yet the nation states are free 

to join and ratify these international agreements, or 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
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not. The second, perhaps more important point of 

difference is that the United Nations, after their cre-

ation, have pretty much split into regional power 

groups. It’s not a coincidence that the European 

Community was another branch of the same tree, 

coming out of a vision that people like Woodrow 

Wilson and, much earlier, even philosophers 

like Rousseau and Kant had about the future of a 

united world. At the same time, the European inte-

gration was pouring wine into the water of the origi-

nal idea of a Community of Nations that is truly 

global. 

Therefore, the Web is after all an extraordinary 

creation, because it has a far-reaching political po-

tential. It is as if it had been created by an uncon-

scious will, something like a cosmic intention that is 

beyond mere human perspectives. 

When you observe the development of the Web 

and the fact that really Mr. Everyone and Mrs. 
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Shareware drive it forward to set new cultural and 

commercial standards, you will be amazed about the 

power of the individual. 
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The Power of the Individual 
This may sound provocative. Yet we face here a 

mystery that goes beyond all what we have observed 

hitherto on the globe, something that is like a new 

gospel, a new power, and a new global village for all. 

So, to put it clearly, the Internet is the first in-

ternational organization that really works in the 

sense of res publica, as the old Romans called politi-

cal matters. 

And in that sense, as a forum for the public cause, 

the Internet really is functional. Minorities, for ex-

ample, be they racial, political or sexual, are effec-

tively propagated through the Web. The police laws 

of most countries can prohibit minorities from gath-

ering as long as those gatherings take place within 

local boundaries. But the police cannot legally con-

trol them when these gatherings take place online. 

Since Web meetings are virtual, they do not fall 

within those laws. 
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As a result it can be said that the Web created 

more democracy and freedom of speech. However, 

this freedom also means that we have to use it re-

sponsibly. If we allow people to abuse of it, we jeop-

ardize our newly gained privilege. 

International fundamentalism, secret intelligence 

services, right-wing movements, misguided group-

ings and a large mass of frustrated individuals only 

wait for the chance to exert a tight control over the 

Web so as to install new and hitherto unknown 

forms of totalitarian government and rulership. 

The only effective way to prevent this from hap-

pening is that we exert self-control in all forms of 

online publishing and virtual communication. This 

implies that we have to become conscious of the 

value that is linked to freedom and to simple and 

unprejudiced human communication. Instead, peo-

ple seem to ask for more regulation and strict guide-
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lines for conduct on the virtual space. This is totally 

within the old paradigm. 

It means to restrict freedom again because a cer-

tain amount of frivolous people are unable to use it 

responsibly. If we want to avoid this result, we have 

only one choice, either to provide organizations with 

set regulations inviting people to become members 

for set purposes and to limit communication to set 

purposes and for set interests or topics — or 

to change the paradigm. 

What is presently taking place on the Web is the 

first alternative. It means basically to create cages for 

people who have not learned to conduct themselves 

properly outside of those cages, in freedom. 

Human history was an up and down of times of 

more and less freedom. But at all times certain peo-

ple searched for cages because they were afraid of 

freedom or abused of it to the detriment of all. How-

ever, it’s not that difficult to live in wild life. 
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First of all, the Web, at its beginnings, grew rather 

wildly into what it is today. And this is rather a posi-

tive circumstance in my opinion because, compared 

to traditional forms of communication, the Web in-

vites users to become spontaneously creative. 

Furthermore, if we respect ourselves and others 

from a basic inner attitude that forms part of a new 

paradigm in human togetherness, we do not need or-

ganizations that restrict our freedom, nor rules of con-

duct. Because we will innately engage in the right 

and convenient forms of behavior for our largely en-

hanced ways and forms of communication. 

Sounds like Utopia? Let’s see now together what 

implications both paradigms, the old and the new, 

have for our further human evolution in general, 

and the evolution of the Web, in particular. 
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The Old Paradigm 
The old paradigm represents a system of beliefs that 

goes from a premise that humans are basically enemy 

to each other and therefore use deceptive means and 

strategies in order to communicate. 

Typical for the old paradigm is a range of prejudice 

and phantom beliefs among people belonging to an 

in-group, regarding those belonging to an out-group. 

All those beliefs render communication ineffective 

and, in extreme cases, impossible. 

We should always keep in mind that war among 

humans is only possible from the moment commu-

nication has stopped or has been undermined by 

phantom beliefs and superstitions. 

The old paradigm is deeply conditioned by 

the scarcity mentality, the belief that nature provides 

only for a certain number of individuals, leaving de-

prived all others. 
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Despite the fact that everybody who has observed 

nature clearly sees that one of the basic patterns of 

nature is abundance, not scarcity, the adepts of the 

scarcity mentality continue to plague the rest of hu-

manity with their negativism, thus being responsible 

for the perpetuation of the old paradigm. 

These people are easy to recognize; they typically 

argue for protection, guidance and security when asked 

for engaging in communication with others, be it in 

virtual space or in real life. They consider all people 

as strangers who have not qualified to be friends, as-

sociates or at least acquaintances. The qualification 

of a person as a stranger means that the person is po-

tentially dangerous. 

The underlying belief these people share is that the 

world was a hostile battlefield of conflicting interests 

and desires, probably simply because their own in-

ner life represents such a battlefield of conflicting in-
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terests and desires and they have never found a way 

to experience inner peace. 

These people tend to believe in Darwinism in its 

most destructive dimension, seeing in all human 

competition an element of the survival of the fittest. 

As a result of their conditioning and their domi-

nant belief system, the adepts of the old paradigm 

maintain virtual and real borders and frontiers in the 

world, intelligence services, armies and other de-

struction devices because their main defense mecha-

nism is aggression. 

In order to communicate, the adepts of the old 

paradigm gather within set organizations for set purpos-

es, subscribing to set rules of behavior that funda-

mentally restrict their freedom. 

They justify their sacrifice of freedom with their 

assumed gain in social and political security through 

the big brothers they have created. Unaware of the il-

lusion they are victim of, they strive to give more 
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and more power to those big brothers, thus jeopar-

dizing in the long run the human condition, and 

even our survival as a human race. 
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The New Paradigm 
The new paradigm represents a system of beliefs 

which basically admits that humans are made to 

be friends and brothers to each other. Adepts of the 

new paradigm question why humans react aggres-

sively or with hostility to everything new or un-

known, and tend to be more open and communica-

tive in situations that provide doors to the unknown. 

Typical for the new paradigm in communication is 

the attitude to potentially welcome every possible new 

encounter, be it with representatives or forces oppo-

site to one’s own culture or conditioning, thus con-

sidering unforeseen experiences as challenges and 

chances for growth and evolution. 

Adepts of the new paradigm can be recognized by 

their courage, curiosity, openness and a generally adven-

turous spirit which considers every human interac-

tion at its root as a great potential chance for love, 

harmony, understanding and mutual help. 
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It is the adepts of the new paradigm who have cre-

ated the wonderful new jungle that we today call the 

Internet, although at the present moment the repre-

sentatives of the old paradigm seem to dominate its 

general landscape. 

Adepts of the new paradigm question the necessity 

of joining large organizations in order to maintain 

power within the collective. They value the individ-

ual to such extent that they tend to generally question 

the institution of organizations that regulate and channel 

human encounters thus demonstrating more trust for 

spontaneous human relations within an unorganized 

gray area of human interaction. 

Adepts of the new paradigm therefore are 

more open to unusual or unforeseen aspects of human 

relations, be they on an intellectual, psychological, 

artistic or sexual level. In my opinion, the most im-

portant trait of adherents of the new paradigm is 

their general openness to restructure human relations in 
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accordance with all lessons we have collectively 

learned from the past, with the ultimate goal to en-

hance human happiness and welfare, personal and 

societal prosperity and quality of life in the future. 

Adherents of the new paradigm are generally 

grateful for new possibilities of human interaction 

and they tend to value the Web as a precious new tool 

and adventure that has its major advantage not on a 

commercial or economical, but on a purely human 

level. 

For these reasons the adepts of the new paradigm 

are usually very busy learning, using and teaching all 

the features the Web offers us for creating new forms 

of human interaction and exchange. 

Among them are the geniuses who treasure the 

holy grail of the Web, the highest vision about the 

Web as one of the most important features of life in 

future centuries. Although constantly exposed to 

criticism and typical modern-day skepticism, these 
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people build on the positive image they maintain 

about life, themselves, others and humankind and 

thus help us all to create the foundations of a better 

world. 

On the Web, presently, the adherents of the new 

paradigm represent a small minority of 

intellectuals who are, unfortunately, not yet really or-

ganized. 

They tend to fight single and isolated wars within 

the fields of their specific interests and occupations. 

One of the reasons they actively engage in publish-

ing and providing publishing opportunities to others 

on the Web, on a purely non-profit basis, is that they 

set out to practically realize their high humanitarian 

vision of the Web. 

However, without doubt it is the adepts of the new 

paradigm who are actively involved in the further 

evolution of the Web and new forms of media such 

as interactive TV, and developing high-level edutain-
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ment for large masses of people who seek their per-

sonal evolution outside of set organizations and ide-

ologies. 
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Basic Webonomics 
Another important aspect of the revolution that 

the Web presently undergoes is the profound change 

that it brings about within and between 

our economies. It cannot be denied that human 

progress has also an important material dimension. 

Those who, like me, have lived for years in so-

called developing countries know how fundamental 

for personal evolution it is to have access to educa-

tional, and this means today technological, assets. 

It has become obvious that there cannot be a fu-

ture culture without technology or based upon an 

outmoded technology that is mechanistic and inhu-

man. Technology transfer becomes demonic in the 

moment it is used as a pretext for getting rid of life-

destroying technologies that witness our greatest er-

rors of the past. 

The Web has changed traditional economic rules 

or, for the least, offers an alternative economic con-
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cept for its users. Parallel to the development of the 

Web the software production technology has created 

the shareware concept as a new, hitherto unknown 

way to provide the use of products against later, and 

in practice voluntary, payment. 

This is really new because traditionally contracts 

on the purchase of goods legally require the payment 

of the price after product has moved. Later payment 

is considered as a form of credit and as such not 

immediately covered by the contract. Legally, the 

credit agreement would be considered as a second 

contract, apart from the original purchase contract, 

and different in nature from the latter. 

The new and revolutionary difference in the 

shareware concept is its inherent trust in the user’s 

willingness or readiness to pay the requested price, 

by registering the software. In practice, we all know 

that many people never ever register a large part of 

shareware programs they operate. But this is exactly 
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part of the system. It’s a really human system be-

cause it does not discard out the factor of human 

imperfection, but in the contrary calculates this fac-

tor, as it were, in the final bill. 

This is why the shareware concept, while a few 

decades ago it would have been considered a totally 

mad idea, makes sense and works; many a pro-

grammer although not becoming a millionaire, can 

make a modest living out of sales engendered by 

shareware distribution. That shareware works, two 

requirements must be met: 

• The software must be useful and work without major bugs; 

• The software must be distributed large-scale. 

The Web has come at the right moment for share-

ware to make it as a new economic concept. Without 

the global distribution possibilities that it ensures, 

shareware would be lacking out on the second con-

dition and, as a result, would have disappeared to 

this day. 
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In addition to the shareware concept which has 

implemented a new important modification of the 

traditional idea of selling products, the Web has 

brought about a much more careful and concerned 

general attitude towards the customer, especially in 

the form of — 

• More added value; 

• More products for free trial; 

• More (accurate) product information; 

• More customer service; 

• More after-sales service; 

• More innovative sales and payment techniques; 

• More transparency about the seller; 

• More concern about the satisfaction of the buyer. 

After all, an online customer is not someone who 

leaves the shop and disappears. He’ll be around, as it 

were, all the time. 
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Consequently, companies tend to care more about 

their Web customers and the reputation they can 

gradually build as reliable and serviceable producers 

or service givers. 

After all, the online customer can give immediate 

feedback by means of email, and will not hesitate to 

flame if he has been tricked out, whereas in real life, 

the willingness or readiness of customers for com-

plaining about insufficient quality or bad price-qual-

ity relationship depends on the manufacturer’s or 

service provider’s attitude. He can be either open to 

customer feedback or rather put nasty customers off 

through intransigent and sometimes bluntly dishon-

est employees who simply insist on denying or re-

fusing the complaining customer’s allegations. 

Now, if a company would use a similar approach 

for online customers, it would risk to have its prac-

tices very quickly unveiled and publicized on the 

Web, and thus exposed to a potential billion of peo-
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ple. No reasonable company in the world would 

bear that risk, which is one of the reasons why pur-

chasing online offers a multitude of privileges and 

advantages for the end customer. 

After all, traditional sales also have improved 

through the Web because flaming can be practiced also 

when people bought their stuff through traditional sales 

channels. It’s always possible to write about bad ex-

periences with companies in blogs or post them on 

forums. 
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The Political Role of 
the Internet 

Now, let’s shift our perspective from the economi-

cal to the political and have a closer look at that dar-

ing idea of the Web becoming, perhaps not too far in 

the future, a real international organization and politi-

cal forum of all peoples in the world. 

We know from the development of the European 

Union (EU) that the political union is very difficult 

to realize, and in fact the EU is far from being a po-

litical union with all what this would involve for its 

member states. 

The United Nations is another example. They were 

from the beginning set out to implement a political 

unification with, in the future, ideally, a world gov-

ernment. However, the anxieties were and are so high 

that the courageous goals were pursued less than 

half-heartedly. The end result was that bad compro-

mises were made, compromises that really were com-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union


Peter Fritz Walter The Webolution ©1998-2021

promising the whole idea and led to an absurd reali-

ty which counts as its major fact the largest bureau-

cracy in the world, engendering an irresponsible 

waste of resources. 

So let us ask, where is the Web heading? 

You may object that it is too far-fetched to admit 

that the Web could eventually bring about what both 

the EU and the UN did not achieve: a world com-

munity, a union of nations, of peoples. 

How can? If we take a closer look at this seemingly 

Utopian idea, we see that there is a fundamental dif-

ference between the EU and the UN, on one hand, 

and the Web, on the other in their respective ways to 

realize this global union of peoples. The difference is 

that the Web begins at the basis whereas all other 

present supranational or international organizations 

began at the top. 

What do I mean? On the Web, masses of people 

from different cultures get into communicating with 
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each other, for research or academic purposes, for 

business, the exchange of goods and services, and 

eventually for simply getting to know each other, 

looking at one another’s home pages, learning from 

each other, communicating basic needs, feelings and 

opinions. 

The trend is that the Web becomes every day more 

a meeting place for a large variety of people commu-

nicating for a large variety of purposes. 

While in the beginning the user had to write out 

every single command, with the graphic interface of 

the World Wide Web things became really simple and 

intuitive. Now, with voiceover technologies, even il-

literate people are able to write: they’ll just talk and 

the computer will write for them. This is also now 

being implemented for translation services. You talk 

into your smart phone and it translates the message, 

and writes it down, and then sends it off, all auto-

matically! 
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I already pointed out that existing organizations 

such as the EU and the UN, despite the fact that they 

were instituted to unify peoples, have begun their 

work with the top classes of society : the rulers, 

kings, and nobles, and later the sovereign states, and 

not really seven billion individuals. 

If we build a house from the roof, forgetting about 

its foundation, its basis, the house will crash before 

it is ready. This is the true reason why neither the EU 

nor the UN accomplish in reality what they have 

been created for. 

It’s because they were established as roof structures 

that lack the foundation. They came about through 

governmental collaboration and agreements, and not 

as a result of the will of the people who have set 

these governments in place. They have not grown 

from the base layer of society, but from its top range. 
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That is why I am convinced that the Web will be 

the foundation for the true union of peoples in not 

too distant a future! 

The Web grew without any governmental control, 

although it was, paradoxically, created for govern-

mental purposes. Yet from the moment it was given 

to the public by the American military agencies that 

had created it, it was a free landscape for new dis-

coveries. And it quickly grew beyond national bor-

ders and cultures. 

My idea may seem uncanny. Consider that also on 

the national level, stability was reached only from 

the moment that the peoples themselves chose their 

governments.  

This is not so much a function of the constitutional 

system which can be monarchic or republican. As long 

as a king or ruler is firmly based upon the trust of 

his people, his government will bring about effective 

solutions and bear fruits. 
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Some of the old Chinese kings still founded their 

rulership upon the true interest of their people, be-

fore through the Warring States revolution, feudal-

ism was established in China, and with it, control, 

moral corruption, persecution and misery. 

On the other hand, the best republican govern-

ment that is corrupt and has lost the confidence of 

the majority of citizens, will disappear sooner or lat-

er and leave a vacuum of frustration. 

What is decisive only is that the system is truly 

democratic. On the national and the international 

levels, democracy brings about stability. Govern-

ments who do not enjoy the backup of their peoples, 

reign in unstable conditions and can be thrown over 

by social unrest and upheaval. 

To repeat it, the present international organizations 

are for the great majority established from above, 

without democratic elections from the side of the 

peoples. 
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This is one of the reasons why the man in the street, 

be it in the West or the East, when asked about the 

United Nations or similar organizations, either ad-

mits ignorance and gives a negative or indifferent 

judgment. 

Simply because they have not been directly involved in 

the creation of the organization or the election of its staff. 

How can these organizations then seriously at-

tempt to build a future world government? They 

would reign over people who do not even know 

them. Therefore, if these organizations, as it seems 

now, are unable to allow reforms, they will disap-

pear. 

This is in part also valid for the EU. However, in 

the government of the EU, there is much more 

awareness about the need for a democratic setup 

than, for example, in the United Nations. 

That is why in 1979 the European Parliament has 

been fundamentally reformed and direct elections 
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for the European parliamentarians have been institu-

tionalized. In the public opinion all over Europe this 

step was considered uniformly as an advancement of 

the unification progress, although skepticism pre-

vailed as to how the EU will practically carry out the 

will of the peoples at its basis, and not only the will 

of their governments or top-class industrials. 

The Web has grown from the root up, and not 

from the branches down, as all present political in-

ternational organizations did. Therefore, the chance 

that my prediction will come true is, I think, higher 

than the chance that it will not. For it is much easier 

and much more effective to learn a healthy body 

perform more functions than to teach a sick and 

dysfunctional body to perform even very few basic 

functions. And the present international organiza-

tions are not only sick and dysfunctional, they waste 

human and financial resources to such an extent that 

their maintenance equals ruin for all those who, 
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willingly or unwillingly, have to finance them. And 

that is all of us. 
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A Cultural Revolution 
Just as the book, once it appeared after the inven-

tion of printing, revolutionized the world and our 

lifestyle, the e-book gave us another revolution. Not 

only because the e-book is read not on paper, but 

onscreen, but because this kind of book is a multi-

media book. 

The fantasy of the reader will not be left on its 

own, as before, but actively stimulated by multimedia 

links such as photos, videos and interactive func-

tions. From here, to combine authoring with embedding 

virtual reality in order to create the photorealistic pic-

ture of an artificial, artistically created world, is but a 

tiny step. 

Visions are a non-touchable reality. Not only that 

they create reality and are the necessary predecessors 

of any creation, vision is by itself a form of reality. A 

vision is not a tool only, it is a form of being, not a 

seed only, but a fully grown tree. 
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Visions form an invisible reality behind the visible 

one. They directly tap into what Plato called ideas. 

You could imagine this world of vision which is 

universal, as a second reality, another virtual reality 

that is hidden for our senses yet real for our mind, 

our non-sensory perception, and our imagination. 

The visualization of new reality is not only a cre-

ative game, but creation in itself. This is a subtle dif-

ference. Many people grasp well that imagination has 

creative power, yet only a few will admit that imagi-

nation represents a world in itself, another reality 

which is already existent, or existential, and not only a 

potentiality for the creation of future existential reali-

ty. 

Human creation is basically built upon visions. Vi-

sions are at the origin of all human progress. The 

word vision originally means sight. We see into the 

future, or into a better reality, with our inner eye. 

And we foresee events or things before the time is ripe 
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for them or the technological standard is existent to 

produce them in our tangible reality. 

Our inner visions are situated outside the time-

space continuum. They are part of universal intelli-

gence which precedes the time-bound, earth-bound 

continuum and which is eternal. 

Publishing is for a great part sharing inner visions. 

Once this process was not a global one, but locally 

very limited. One shared with neighbor villagers, the 

extended family, the clan. 

Today it may happen to you, especially if you live 

in a big town, that you share your visions after 

breakfast with people from another continent via the 

Web, whereas you have not even said hello to your 

neighbor for the last two months. 

The fact is today that the people we are sharing 

with may live on the other side of the globe. It’s not 

as folk wisdom says that the good is always in front 

of your eyes or at the entry of your door. That was 
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true long ago and it may be true in other respects. As 

far as communication and the sharing of experience 

is concerned, it is not easy to find friends among your 

neighbors if you are not member of the local football 

club and do not hang around in the local beer bar or 

coffee house. 

Let’s say your interests are Balinese Gamelan music 

and Renaissance literature, your favorite artist Dali, 

your films the old Charlie Chaplin movies, and your 

passion child photography, with whom within a radius 

of ten miles around can you share your interests? 

Our age is one of uniformity, of vulgarity and fri-

volity, of common standards in almost all areas of 

life; yet it is paradoxically at the same time one of in-

dividuality and marginality who find their place in 

small groups that are wired with each other by the 

fine cords of telephone lines and that hang out at 

different times since group members live in different 

time zones. 
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On the Web, you can hang out anytime you wish 

since your server serves twenty-four hours, and 

mailboxes patiently wait until you retrieve their con-

tent. While you are logged in, the other members of 

your little interest group may sleep, fact which by no 

means impedes your new network friendships from 

blossoming. 

Publishing on the Web means to expose your book 

or multimedia product to an unlimited audience. 

Bill Gates wrote in The Road Ahead (1995) about 

devices to come on the world market that are small 

electronic books which we purchase ordinarily, and 

which have the advantage to provide not only text 

but the whole range of multimedia built in them. 

By now, this idea is already realized, yet I can’t see 

the revolution in that. The difference, in my opinion, 

of the new information age compared to the old age 

is not so much the form of the information, but the 

way this information is distributed. Until now, it seems 
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that the Web is understood by most people as a 

provider of information, a shopping mall, an effi-

cient research tool, an advertising forum and a new 

way of private and professional communication. 
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An Educational Revolution? 
The perspective that the Web could once completely 

replace our school system is perhaps far-fetched re-

garding the reluctance of most governments to invest 

more than the strict minimum into the reformation 

and progression of our educational systems. Here we 

are confronted with an actual change of conscious-

ness. 

In the meantime, the number of basic and sec-

ondary schools that have their web page grows 

quickly. If children learn at an early age how to man-

age Internet access and communicate properly with 

a large range of people, they have little to learn later 

on once confronted with team-integration and 

communication at the workplace or in a business of 

their own. 

Our children grow into the information age and 

many, before they touch the keyboard of a PC or 

Mac, know to manage their game boys and video 
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games. Since the logic and often the handling of 

electronic devices are similar, our children will very 

soon be our masters and teachers, and more, our consul-

tants in all what concerns the essential bones of the 

global information network. 

Common sense and practical reasons speak for a 

strong implication of the next generations in the actu-

al growth process of the Internet. 

If our governments do not care about a transfor-

mation of the educational systems, private institu-

tions will and a growing number of parents shall 

send their children to alternative schooling. 

Children sitting through their most learn-intensive 

age on 19th century school benches with no access to 

technology are educated towards being either slaves 

or cultural cripples in the near future. 

These children will have to learn later on, with 

more effort and perhaps less pleasure what they 

could have learned by playing in their early age. 

70



Peter Fritz Walter The Webolution ©1998-2021

We are confronted with the fact daily. People loose 

their jobs because of the restructuring of the global 

industrial network, the different use and availability 

of resources, changing technologies and lifestyles, 

and a rapidly growing turn from a nation-centered 

economy to an international one. 

This makes for a large number of people world-

wide who are in transition from job to job, and from 

place to place. Some never understand that in our 

times, we have to learn constantly. Those remain 

jobless. Others learn to learn and to relearn; they are 

flexible or have learned to be flexible. 

They will find new, and perhaps more fulfilling 

jobs or realization opportunities. Some of them be-

come outstanding examples of entrepreneurship, 

simply because they took a passion for one or the 

other of the new technologies and put all their ener-

gy in a project that changed not only their life, but 

also their social standard.

71


	Public Domain Edition
	Author Contact:
	About the Author:
	Contents
	The Aquarius Age and World Peace
	The Aquarius Network Economy
	The Empowered New Age Citizen
	The Fruit of Frustration
	Self-Publishing
	Unity Dot Com
	The Power of the Individual
	The Old Paradigm
	The New Paradigm
	Basic Webonomics
	The Political Role of the Internet
	A Cultural Revolution
	An Educational Revolution?

